
From confusion to unity - Genesis 11 and Acts 2

Would you be surprised to learn that a deep spiritual connection links the events at the Tower of Babel in
Genesis 11 with those at Pentecost in Acts 2, thousands of years later? Let's explore how these two
accounts relate and what they can teach us about our spiritual walk today.

Babel – From Unity to Confusion

When Noah finally left the ark after the flood, he reentered a now-deserted world. Immediately, God
commanded him and future generations to repopulate and fill the earth. (Genesis 9:1) The account of the
Tower of Babel details how that early population rebelled against God’s basic command to scatter and fill
the earth.

Genesis 11 tells us that the people of that time lived together and settled in the area now known as Iraq.
They spoke a common language and began to build a tower so they could “reach the heavens and make a
name for ourselves.” (Genesis 11:4) They used the unity of a common language to consolidate their own
power against God.

God understood that if they continued their rebellious ways, the world could fall into evil as deeply as it
had before He used the flood to wash it clean. Therefore, God responded by coming down to confuse their
language and force them to scatter throughout the world, as He had intended. (Genesis 11:5-9)

God’s actions at Babel were more for protection than for punishment. By confusing their language, He
forced people to separate into different cultures and languages. But more importantly, He broke their
solidarity built on pride and sin, and He left humanity longing for connection and understanding that only
He could provide.

Pentecost – From Confusion to Unity

Now, let’s fast forward thousands of years to Jerusalem after Jesus’ resurrection. Just before he ascended
into Heaven, Jesus told his disciples to wait for the Holy Spirit to come and empower them. At the Feast of
Pentecost, when the disciples were together in one room, the Holy Spirit came upon them like tongues of
fire.

All the disciples were filled with the Holy Spirit and began preaching in other tongues. Jerusalem was filled
with pilgrims from all over the world. The crowd heard the commotion and came together around the
disciples. In amazement, each person in the crowd heard the Gospel preached in his own language.

In the Beginning was The Trinity

The Trinity at Creation

The biblical concept of the Trinity is difficult to understand. Most worldly examples fail because the parts 
that make up the whole can also exist independently, such as water existing in liquid, gas, and ice forms. 
However, the Trinity is composed of three distinct Persons - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit- who each 
function uniquely but remain a unified whole.

God the Father - The Hebrew word for God in the beginning is Elohim. This word is plural, not singular, 
and is the first foreshadowing of the preexistent Trinity. Later in the chapter, we read, “Then God said, let 
us make man in our own image.” (Gen. 1:26) One creator God in three forms – God the Father, God the 
Son, and God the Holy Spirit. 

God the Holy Spirit – Genesis 1:2 says the Spirit of God hovered over the waters. Here the word 
“hovering” means both a protective movement and a force that energizes all it touches. That definition 
tracks closely with our New Testament understanding of the Holy Spirit, who guides us into truth, provides 
spiritual energy, and protects us in spiritual warfare.

God the Son - So where is Jesus the Son during the creation process? He is the creative force who made 
the Father’s intentions visible. Just as he displayed God’s invisible attributes when he lived on earth, he 
made God’s purposes visible in creation. Colossians 1:16 says that God created all things through Jesus. 
And Hebrews 1:2 tells us that God made the universe through the Son.

The Word - John1:1 calls Jesus “the Word”: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God.” Here we learn three important facts about Jesus and creation. 1) Jesus was there 
“in the beginning,” existing eternally with the Father as a member of the Trinity. 2)Jesus is distinct from the 
Father because he was “with God.” 3) Jesus is the same as God in nature because He “was God.”

"In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Now the earth was formless and 
empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the 
waters." (Genesis 1:1-2)

Do you ever wonder what God is like or where He came from? We probably all have. Well, the first two 
verses of Genesis give us some answers. They tell us that God existed before the beginning and that He 
created time, space, and matter. But perhaps the biggest revelation is that God existed as the Trinity 
before creation, and that the Trinity was the creative force.
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As a result, three thousand foreigners were united in baptism that day. Acts 2-5 tells us that this body of
believers continued to grow and unite under the apostles' teaching, prayer, and fellowship. Acts 4:32 says
that the Holy Spirit united all the believers as one in heart and mind.

The miracle of Pentecost was that people from many nations, speaking different languages, heard the
Gospel message for the first time in their own language. Instead of confusion, they heard God’s Word with
clarity. Instead of scattering, they gathered and united in His name. In a sense, Pentecost reversed Babel.

Babel and Pentecost – A Divine Symmetry

At Babel, humanity tried to reach God with their own strength. At Pentecost, God came down to indwell
humanity with His Spirit. At Babel, God confused the language to scatter the people and protect them from
themselves. At Pentecost, God used spiritual language to unify people under His Spirit and then send them
out as His witnesses.

Today, we live in a world marked by deep divisions – political, cultural, racial, and religious. The spirit of
Babel is alive whenever we try to build our own kingdom, make our own name great, and rely on our own
wisdom. But Pentecost reminds us that God’s Spirit can unite us as one body in Jesus’ name.

Where are you on your journey between Babel and Pentecost? Between human pride and divine purpose?
If you want to see more Pentecost power in your life, then lay down your Babel ambitions and let the
Power of Christ direct your tower-building efforts for God’s kingdom, not your own.

We will never fully understand the Trinity this side of heaven. However, drilling down into the creation story 
gives us a deeper insight into who God is and how He relates to this world and to us personally. Think of 
God the Father as the architect who designed creation, Jesus as the builder who made the design become 
visible, and the Holy Spirit who provided the energy and power for creation to function. 

Just as in creation, the Trinity constantly works to recreate us anew each day. Our sovereign Father created 
each of us with intention and love. Through a personal relationship with Jesus, we can come to know God 
more intimately. The Holy Spirit “hovers” over our hearts, guiding, directing, and spiritually energizing us as 
we grow into the image of Christ day by day. 

Pastor and evangelist John Stott prayed the following prayer every morning to remind himself of how 
impactful the Trinity was in his life. As we start our new devotional series on Genesis, this might be a good 
prayer to start your day.

Heavenly Father, I pray that I may live this day in your presence and please you more and more.
Lord Jesus, I pray that this day I may take up my cross and follow you.
Holy Spirit, I pray that this day you will fill me with yourself and cause your fruit to ripen in my life: love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.

Holy, blessed, and glorious Trinity, three persons in one God, have mercy upon me.
Almighty God, Creator and sustainer of the universe, I worship you.
Lord Jesus Christ, Savior and Lord of the world, I worship you.
Holy Spirit, Sanctifier of the people of God, I worship you.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit,
As it was in the beginning, is now, and shall be forever. Amen
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